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Player Development:
The Santa Rosa United Academy (“United”) was one of the very fi rst academies established in Northern 
California. The success of the program comes from the fact that Santa Rosa United has been producing 
top-level talent year after year. In the past 15 years United has won two National Championships, three 
Regional Championships, 25 State Championships and many national-level tournaments. In 2009, fi ve 
of the SRU Academy teams fi nished 1st and 2nd in their age group. 

The Academy uses age-appropriate fun games and activities to accelerate 
player development in the following areas:

• Technical ability and skills (dribbling/receiving and controlling the ball) 
• Passing and striking techniques
• Tactical Awareness (basic tactical training, principles of defense/off ense)
• Psychological Development (development of a ‘passion’ and ‘love’ for the game and for playing it)

In developing our practice sessions we take the following essential factors 
into consideration:

• Use fun games and activities to encourage player participation
• Provide participants with the best possible learning experience each time they get together
• Provide an environment that maximizes touches of the ball and develops technical skills
• Introduce a competitive element to games and activities to challenge players and develop 
 a competitive nature at the right pace
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Who are the coaches: 
The Santa Rosa United Academy will be coached by 
technically gifted coaches who are hand-picked to coach 
in the Academy because of their ability to interact and 
energize young players. The fi nal list will be posted on 
our website before the tryouts. Feel free to contact us 
before that occurs if you have any questions.

Who gets to join the program:  
U8, U9 and U10 (Boys and Girls)

1. U8 players who are looking at developing their 
technical skills in a professional learning environment. 
There will be no tryouts and prior experience is 
not necessary. The program will be run on a fi rst-
come-fi rst-serve basis. Visit our website or contact the 
Academy Director to sign-up. Four six-week sessions 
allowing complete fl exibility permitting time for other 
sports and recreational soccer.

2. U9 and U10 players attend a tryout in February/
March. Players will be placed on teams based on 
aptitude, desire, growth, and social awareness. 
These teams will participate together in jamborees, 
tournaments, and league play. These games will carry 
an 8 vs. 8 format. From time to time players could 
be moved from one team to another based on their 
development needs.

When are tryouts for U9 and U10:  
All tryouts will be at the Trione all-weather fi elds.

Boys – Feb. 27 (9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.), 
  March 6 (8:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.)

Girls – Feb. 28 (11 a.m. to 1 p.m.), 
  March 7 (8:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.)

When will the program take place:  
U8  –   Four six-week sessions: 
  (March - April), (April - May), (June - July) 
  and (November - December)

U9  –   March through November

U10  –  March through November

We will also off er a low-fee Winter Academy 
Development Program for those that are interested in 
continuing their development in the winter months. 
For U9’s and U10’s we will also have a two week 
summer break in late-June/early-July.

How low is low:
U8  – $24 Registration 
 plus $75 for each six week session

U9  – $695

U10–$745

Player Payment Plans:
U8 –Sign up for individual six-week sessions only $75 ea.

U9 – Registration fee of $195 and 9 payments of $50

U10 – Registration fee of $295 and 9 payments of $50

The above fees can be paid in full, quarterly, or 
monthly installments. 

How to sign up:
Visit www.srunited.com 
or please contact us with questions or feedback. 

Contact: Alan Finnie, Academy Director
E-mail:  wdacoordinator@hotmail.com
Cell Phone: 707-888-1207

2010
Highlights

 
• The lowest fee structure in Northern 

California for a similar product
• U8 age group, with even a lower fee 

structure than U9 and U10
• A friendly, family orientated program 

off ering a fl exible low pressure schedule 
• Fun, soccer skills and community emphasis
• A set schedule that includes vacation time 

and time to play other sports
• Emphasis on providing top-level coaches
• A staff  that gives back to the community
• Use of the best playing facilities in the area


